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HISTORY KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER   YEAR: 5  UNIT:  Early British Empire and Transatlantic Slave Trade 

empire An empire is a group of countries 

ruled over by a single monarch or 

ruler 

transatlantic 

slave trade 

Responsible for the forced migration of millions of people 

from Africa to the Western Hemisphere from the middle of the 

15th century to the end of the 19th century 

trade Buying, selling or exchanging 

goods between people, compa-

nies or countries 

Enslaved  

Africans 

A human being classed as property, who is owned by another 

person and is forced to work for nothing (using the term 

‘slave’ strips them of their identity so use Enslaved Africans) 

colony A country or area controlled by 

another country that is often far 

away 

Atlantic pas-

sage 

Sometimes known as the Middle Passage, refers to the part of 

the trade where enslaved Africans, densely packed onto ships, 

were transported across the Atlantic to the West Indies 

slave A person who is considered to be 

owned by another person and 

has to obey them 

plantation Usually a large farm or estate, especially in a tropical or semi-

tropical or semitropical country, on which cotton, tobacco, 

coffee, sugarcane, or the like is grown 

merchant A person involved in trading 

goods 

abolitionists An abolitionist was someone who wanted to end slavery 


